
Happy new year members! We had a triumphant  2015 and I'm really looking forward to 2016 for our 
WI. We kick off in January with a bit of a ceilidh to clear the cobwebs and if our members are interested 
we'll run a proper ceilidh later in the year. Looking forward to seeing you all next week, 
Becky X 

Next Meeting 12 Jan. 19:30 
Tonbridge Teen & Twenty Club 
Riverside Lawn Road, Tonbridge TN9 1EP 
It's Cèilidh time! Caller John Scholey 

Note from the President 
Becky Lamb 
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2016 Membership 
Renewals  
We have now had 82 members 
renew their membership for 2016. 
As you may be aware, we have a 
waiting list of ladies who have 
contacted us since our launch, and 
the Committee have been 
discussing whether we should 
reopen to new members. 

The Committee have found that 
there is a lot of organising required 
for such a big group (!), and that 
this limits the kind of activities we 
can do. Keeping the membership at 
the current size may make it easier 
for all our members to get to know 
one another each week. It would 
also mean we could look into 
moving to a nicer, slightly smaller 
venue in 2016. We will discuss this 
at the Members’ meeting next week! 

We have booked a professional dance caller to come 
and give us a demonstration of some of the most 
familiar (and easiest! ) dance steps. Don’t worry if 
you have never tried it before – the evening is aimed 
at complete beginners with two left feet! It's not compulsory to join in, there 
will be seating if you want to watch first. John has been calling barn dances 
and ceilidhs for more years than he cares to mention. He is very 
knowledgeable about the dance repertoire and has a particular liking for and 
expertise in Scottish Country Dancing.  

Gift Aid Update:  
24 members have completed the 
form to enable us to claim gift aid 
on membership fees so far - there 
will be plenty of forms available at 
Jan meeting so if you are a tax 
payer please complete one then as it 
is a great way to make your 
membership fee go further! 

Christmas Review: 
A big thank you to Mary Peters for her 
exceptional organisation of our market stall at 
the Community Garden on Saturday 5 
December! A huge thanks also to the small army 
of volunteers who donated such beautiful 
handicrafts and baked goods, and who ‘woman-
ed’ the stall on what was probably the coldest 
and windiest day of the year! We are thrilled to 
have raised a total of £387.29. 

We received Christmas cards from some of our neighbouring WIs – including 
Hildenborough Afternoon, Hildenborough Evening, Hadlow and Golden 
Green. We also received greetings from Sheila Miles, Federation President and 
Christine Black, WI Advisor, who were both at our launch event in April.  

Finally, we were able to deliver over one hundred presents to a local womens’ 
refuge, donated by our members at our December Members’ meeting. They 
were overwhelmed by our members’ kindness and generosity and send their 
heartfelt thanks! 
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Future meetings: 
•   12 January 2016 – kick up your heels, it’s going 

to be a Cèilidh! 

•   9 February 2016 – Female health and hormones 
with Dr Marilyn Glenville 

•   8 March 2016 – Clever and creative cake 
decorating  

•   12 April 2016 – Portrayal of women in the media 
with Vivienne Pattison from Mediawatch 

•   10 May 2016 – AGM 

All meetings will be 19:30 – 21:30. Please note that 
doors will open at 19:15 and will be locked by 19:45 
(this is required for security), so please ensure you 
arrive in good time. 

Sub-group update: 
Southtonbridgewi.com/groups  
Sara Scannell, Sub-group Coordinator 

Handicrafts:  Next meeting planned for Tuesday 19 January 
19:30pm, venue TBC. Contact handicraftSTWI@gmail.com for 
more information.  

Walking: Next Walk: 17 January Dog Walk: Meet at Barden 
Lake by the cafe next to car park @12.45 to start at 1pm. 
Contact walkingSTWI@gmail.com for more information. 

Member Profile: Laura Olley 
Age: 30 
Where are you originally from? 
Washington DC, USA 

How do you spend your days? 
I manage the marketing team for Europe’s                            
largest electronics trade show 

What is your favourite thing about living in Tonbridge? 
Everyone is so friendly! 

What unique skill or area of knowledge can you share 
with our members? 
I have a serious love for tech and photography… 
What is your theme tune? 
‘Shake it off’ by Taylor Swift – it’s just so happy! 

2016 Women’s Institute 
Resolutions: Voting Results 
Thank you for your votes for the shortlisted 
resolutions for NFWI campaigns, which will help 
select which resolution is put forward to the 
national 2016 Annual Meeting. The results are: 

•   Avoid food waste, address food poverty: 7 votes 
•   Free sanitary protection for homeless women: 14 

votes 
•   British fruit, reviving our heritage: 0 votes 
•  Mind or body – equal funding for care: 13 votes 
•   Prevention of sudden cardiac death in young 

adults in the UK: 5 votes 
•   Ban the microbead: 2 votes 
•   First aid to save lives: 4 votes 
•   Appropriate care in hospitals for people with 

dementia: 12 votes 

You can read more about WI resolutions and how 
they work on the WI website. 

Bursaries for Denman college: 
There are a number of bursaries available for the WI’s own 
Denman College to cover the cost of attending a residential 
course. Topics range from cookery and craft to writing a family 
history, tai chi and solving cryptic crosswords! 

To apply, complete the form on the back of West Kent News 
(ask us for a copy at the meeting if you need one), these will be 
drawn at the Federation Council meeting in March 2016 – 
entries to be submitted by 26 February. 

Craft Competitions: 
We’ve loved seeing your crafty skill in the name 
badges and Christmas decorations! Future 
competitions will include 'Expressions of Love' in 
February and decorated cupcakes at our April 
meeting, so plan ahead and get cracking! 

Fundraising Update: 
We will now be offering FREE refreshments! We’ve raised 
enough through Quiz and Christmas market to enable us to 
offer free refreshments at members' meetings (although costs 
will rise in future so we may need to reintroduce a nominal 
charge in future years). 

8 Dec. Meeting Minutes: 
Please find and review the last meeting’s  
minutes here: 

southtonbridgewi.com/meeting-minutes  

Banner design ideas? 
Our handicrafts group will shortly begin work on our very own 
banner…and your design ideas are required to create a unique 
design for South Tonbridge WI – email 
southtonbridgewi@gmail.com with your suggestions please! 


