
District Meeting 
Saturday 18th March 2017, Hadlow Village Hall. 
 
Welcome 
31 attendees were welcomed by the district Secretary, Becky Lamb (South Tonbridge WI).  
She thanked Hadlow for hosting this meeting. 
All 9 WIs in the District were represented as below: 
 
Rosemary	Atkins	 Cage	Green	
Joan	Roberts	 Cage	Green	
Gill	Blundell	 Cage	Green	
Jackie	Hart	 Cage	Green	
Yvonne	Burgess	 Cage	Green	
Pearl	Wagland	 Golden	Green	
Margaret	Oliver	 Hadlow	
Sandra	Rhodes	 Hadlow	
Gill	Brown	 Hadlow	
Kirsty	Gray	 Hildenborough	eve	
Gill	Burnstead	 Hildenborough	eve	
Joan	Long	 Hildenborough	pm	
Annette	Smith		 Lyghe	
Wendy	Sellick		 Lyghe	
Lynn	Batchelor	 Lyghe	-	secretary	
Moira	Gibson	 Lyghe	(President)	
Chris	Woodgate		 Lyghe	Secretary	
Myra	Howard	 North	Tonbridge	
Roz	Gaunt	 North	Tonbridge	
Monica	Board	 North	Tonbridge	
Maureen	Barden	 North	Tonbridge	
Linda	Maclean	 North	Tonbridge	
Laura	Olley	 South	Tonbridge	
Sam	Hogwood	 South	Tonbridge	
Ruth	Davies		 South	Tonbridge	
Helen	Wadey	 South	Tonbridge	
Becky	Lamb	 South	Tonbridge	and	District	President	
Karen	Wilson	 South	Tonbridge	and	District	Treasurer	
Helen	Card	 West	Peckham	
Susan	Knight	 West	Peckham	
Carole	Ross	 West	Peckham	
Sue	Darbyshire	 West	Peckham	
 

Apologies were received from Betty Mackay (Hildenborough pm). 

 
 
 
 



Previous Meeting Minutes 
These were circulated prior to the meeting, copies were available at the meeting, and were 
agreed with no changes. 
 
Introduction 
Becky Lamb outlined the purpose and procedures for the meeting.  Each WI would be 
invited to give feedback from their last meeting when they consulted with their members 
about the future of the District. Discussion could follow and decisions would then be made 
about the way forward. 
 
Feedback from WIs on the future of the District 
Each WI in turn gave feedback, which was similar from all.  None wanted to keep the District 
in its current form, particularly in relation to the formal structure and financial arrangements 
but there was high regard for the opportunities the District had offered for meeting members 
from other WIs and the events and activities and they would like to keep a loose structure 
and District programme of events in the future. 
 
Hadlow’s membership were unanimous except for one vote to disband the District.  They 
appreciated what the District did but did not think the formal structure was necessary. They 
are willing to support other WIs and invite them to their events. 
 
Lyghe could see why change is necessary and suggested that each WI could take it in turns 
to act as a social secretary for the District, perhaps for 2 years at a time to pull together the 
event calendar.  It would be a shame to lose the social aspect of the District.  They already 
invite Chiddingstone to their events as they used to be in the same District. 
 
North Tonbridge enjoy the outings and activities but have no volunteers to help with the 
District management. They are willing to run a Quiz again. 
 
South Tonbridge voted to disband the District.  They appreciate the history and value of the 
District but find it less relevant as they are new and have a generally younger membership 
who work and have different interests.  They are willing to participate informally in the 
District. 
 
Cage Green reported that they didn’t think the bursary was necessary and had no offers of 
volunteers to help with District management. They, like Leigh, suggested that each WI take 
turns to be a co-coordinator of the District programme. 
 
West Peckham voted 2/3 to keep the District in some form, perhaps informally. They did not 
think the bursary was necessary. 
 
Golden Green do not think the District is necessary. They only have 15 members so could 
not commit to a co-ordinating role but would support events. 
 
Hildenborough pm agreed with earlier proposals, again are a small, older age group and are  
happy to join in. 
 
Hildenborough evening did not think the bursary was necessary, but would like to continue 
with events and activities.  They would disband the formal structure but argued that a 
meeting is the most efficient way to plan a series of events.  
 
Annette Smith was invited to give a Federation view.  She acknowledged that one District 
(Wrotham) had folded recently but that others were thriving.  She confirmed that if there is no 
operational District, each WI keeps the financial proceeds of any event.  She also advised 
that the bank account be kept open for a further year (to March 2018) at which point any 



remaining monies will be transferred to the Federation and the account can be closed.  
There is currently about £140 in the account. 
 
A formal vote was held, with unanimous agreement to disband the District in its current form.  
There are therefore no future meetings planned. 
 
Options for next steps 
 
The overall view was that the district programme of events and activities is valued for the 
social contact it provides and ideally should be maintained.  As this had already been 
discussed with memberships groups, it was felt acceptable to proceed with exploring this 
option. 
 
Various ideas were discussed and it was decided that rather than being called a District, this 
would become the ‘Tonbridge Group’ of WIs. 
 
Each WI will be asked to identify a representative to be the link person with the Tonbridge 
Group. 
 
Rosemary Atkins (Cage Green) has volunteered to be the Group Co-ordinator for the current 
year.  Each WI representative should contact her through Jackie Hart (Cage Green 
Secretary) in the first instance so that she can compile a list of contacts.  Please also email 
details of any planned events with dates and contact information (include phone numbers if 
possible) to Jackie. 
 
  
Closing remarks 
West Peckham formally thanked Annette Smith and all other members who have contributed 
to the work of the District over the years.  This was supported by all present. 
 
 


